MENENDEZ FORT AND CAMPSITE 
Deagan 1/18/08

Timeline:

1565

August 28  1565:  Sighted land of Florida on St. Augustine’s feast day

September  7: Captains Morales and Patiño disembark with 30 men to dig an entrenchment to
 protect people and supplies while the site of the fort is more carefully chosen

September  8  Menendez formally claims Florida, unloads two of his ships,

September  20  Menendez and 500 soldiers march  on Ft. Caroline, capture the fort and rename 

it San Mateo

September 27(?) Menendez returns in triumph to St. Augustine, with 200 men.

September 29- Massacre of French at Matanzas

October 11 Second massacre at Matanzas

November 1  Menendez takes 250 men to Cape Canaveral, captures French survivors there.  

Before leaving, Menendez marks out the fort at St. Augustine, and establishes a work schedule for the soldiers to build it. Their tools were iron poles, mattocks and hatchets.

October 30 – Fort San Mateo burns, including its stores of supplies

Early November – Menendez establishes a garrison near the Indian River in the Ais territory, 

leaves 250 men there under Captain Medrano. Menendez goes on to Cuba.

December 13 – Spanish troops leave Indian River, go south to Santa Lucia

End of December- Diego de Maya arrives in St. Augustine with relief supplies from Cuba.
He goes on to the San Mateo fort, but loses the ship and half the supplies before he can land. 

1566

March, 8 1566  Mutiny at St. Augustine

March 21 – Menendez arrives in St. Augustine, quells mutiny. Brings survivors of St. Lucia

Early April- Menendez leaves to explore Guale region

April, 13 – Fort San Salvador established at Santa Elena

April 1 - St. Augustine fort “half burned”. All supplies lost.

May 18 –Menendez returns to St. Augustine from Guale, decides to relocate the settlement and 
fort.

May 1566, New fort laid out and built on Anastasia Island in 10 days. 

Early June, 1566- Mutiny at Santa Elena

June 21, 1566- A relief fleet of 17 ships from Spain arrives in the newly-located town and fort of 
San Agustín on Anastasia Island.  They brought supplies with which to build a substantial
 fort This third construction of June 1566 incorporated part of the second, April 1566 fort.
May-June 1566. The settlement  is abandoned, and rebuilt across the bay of St. Augustine 

on Anastasia Island.

1567-1568 

July, 1567: Menendez orders that blockhouses be established in hostile Indian territories.  THE first was to be at “Polican”(near the entrance to the Matanzas River). In the interval of construction, Capt. Hernando Munoz and his lieutenant with fifty of their men were to stand guard.  A second blockhouse was to be erected alongside the first, and here soldiers were to be stationed constantly so as to watch the movements of any ships at sea.  The blockhouses were to be built on high ground for maximum effect and were to remain in communication with St. Augustine.  The entire island was to be kept free of Indians, since the natives, subjects of Saturiba, are enemies of the Spaniards…..

 “ Still another blockhouse, similar to the one at Polican, was to be erected in Soloy, in the district of cacique Soloy, by Francisco Munoz with about the same number of men as was assigned to Polican. Construction of this last-mentioned post was to be undertaken by the end of July, 1567.   Other outposts were planned on a height overlooking the residence of cacique Alimacani (across the St. Johns River from the town and blockhouse of Saturiba) , and at “old St. Augustine”. All of these blockhouses were to be built in the designated places to overawe the unfriendly Indians who had never desired alliance with the Christians” . (Barrientos, in Quinn 1979(II). P, 532)
1568- Indians of war had gathered at Casa Fuerte of “San Agustin del Viejo”(Lyon report 1997b: 104)

Eyewitness Accounts:
Most of what is known about the establishment of St. Augustine comes from the words of three people who witnessed the events directly, and recounted them. This is what they said:

Pedro Menéndez de Aviles: The Adelantado:

I sent on shore with the first 200 soldiers, two captains, Juan Vincent a brother of the Captain Juan Vicente, and Andres Lopez Patino, both old soldiers, in order to throw up a trench in the place most fit to fortify themselves in, and to collect there the troops that were landed so as to protect them from the enemy if he should come upon them. They did this so well that when I landed on Our Lady’s Day to take possession of the country in your Majesty’s name, it  seemed as if they had had a months time, and if the had had shovels and other iron tools, they could not have done it better, for we have none of these things, the ship laden with them not having yet arrived.  I have smiths and iron, so that I can make them with dispatch, as I shall. When I go onshore we shall seek out a more suitable place to fortify ourselves in, as it is not fit where we are now.  This we must do with all speed, before the enemy can attack us, and if they give us eight days more time, we think we shall do it,  
Pedro Menendez de Aviles translated by Henry Ware “ Letters of Pedro Menendez de Aviles,  Massachusetts Historical Society Proceedings VIII:419-425.  
Gonzálo Solis de Méras:  The Captain and Brother-in law
As soon as he reached there (the harbor of St. Augustine) he landed about 300 soldiers and sent two captains with them, who were to reconnoiter that daybreak the next morning the lay of the land and the places which seemed to them strongest (for defense), in order that they might dig a trench quickly while it was being seen where they could build a fort…”(Gonzálo Solís de Méras, Connor translation p. 89)
Francisco López de Mendoza Grajales: The preist 
   " They went ashore and were well-received by the Indians, who gave them a very large house of a cacique which is on the riverbank. And then Captains Patiño and San Vicente, with  strong industry and diligence, ordered a ditch and moat made around the house, with a rampart of earth and fagots..."  (Father Francisco López de Medoza Grajales ,Lyon translation 1997:6.), 
The enemy
 (the Spaniards) “went on shore at the River of Seloy, which we had called the River of Dolphins” (.Jean Ribault) “had been informed by King Emola, one of our neighbors arriving during our consultations, that the Spaniards had gone ashore in great numbers and had seized the houses of Seloy and used them for their Negroes whom they had brought to do labor. He said that they now lodged themselves on the land and had made protective trenches around themselves”   Rene de Laudonniere- pp. 158-159 in Bennett , C. 2001, Three  Voyages University of Alabama Press, Tuscaloosa. . 

THE COLONISTS

 Menéndez’s colonists included some 500 soldiers, 200 seamen, and 100 “others”, who included civilians, clergy and the wives and children of 26 soldiers.  All were from Spain. One hundred and thirty eight of these soldiers also held licenses in various crafts and trades, including 10 stonemasons, 15 carpenters, 21 tailors, 10 shoemakers, eight blacksmiths, five barbers, two surgeons, two lime makers, three swordsmiths, a gunmaker and a crossbow repairman. Other trades represented among the soldiers included tanners, farriers, wool carders, a hatmaker, an embroiderer, a bookseller, coopers, bakers, gardeners, an apothecary, and a master brewer.  Another 117 of the soldiers were also farmers, ready to settle and farm the land once the French were vanquished
Within a few months, however, fewer than 200 people were living at the St. Augustine settlement.  Most of the soldiers and seamen had been distributed to two other newly-established forts at San Mateo (the former Fort Caroline) and Santa Lucia (near present St. Lucie’s inlet) , and many others accompanied Menendez on his nearly ceaseless travels. 

Colonizing Florida was not easy.  The Timucua soon turned hostile toward the Spaniards, the work of building the fort and settlement (done by the Spanish soldiers) was exhausting, food supplies were lost and used up, and people suffered greatly from hunger.  Mutinies occurred at both St. Augustine and San Mateo within six months of arrival, but both were quelled.  

THE FORT AND THE  SETTLEMENT      

 IMAGE:  Location Map 2   

Archaeological map showing major 16th century features  at  the Fountain of Youth Park site and the Nuestra Señora de la Leche Shrine site  

Contemporary accounts about the fort itself are ambiguous.  Pedro Menéndez wrote that he sent his Captains ashore first to make an entrenchment, to protect goods and people that were being unloaded from the ships. They would subsequently, once the immediate threats and uncertainties of arrival were past, more carefully select a site for the fort. Father Mendoza wrote that they took a house of a chief, and made a fortification around it.  

We do know that the first fort contained a storehouse, or casa de municiones, as well as the lodgings of the expedition’s officials.  Inside the casa de municiones  the Spaniards stored  corn, meat, cassava, wine, oil, garbanzos, other foodstuffs, cloth, sails, and munitions. Eyewitnesses recount that although the building had a stout wooden door, it was constructed of palm thatch. The Spaniards referred to the building as a buhio, the word used in the Caribbean to describe a thatched hut, and sometimes a large house of a cacique. 
 It would have been traditional to build a moat and an earthwork around the fort; however many of the early Spanish forts in Florida did not have moats.  At Menendez’s other townsite of Santa Elena, which he established in 1566, their Fort San Felipe did not have a moat until four years after the fort itself was constructed*. And no trace of the first Santa Elena fort of 1566, San Sebastian, has ever been found.
Archaeological excavations have uncovered features dating to the Menéndez period at both the Fountain of Youth Park site (8-SJ-31) and the Nuestra Señora de la Leche site(8-SJ-34), also known as the Nombre de Dios Site. 

· (Stanley South, 1983,  Revealing Santa Elena 1982.  Research Manuscript Series 188.  The University of South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology.  Columbia. P. 43.
The Moat/Entrenchment Ditch
The clearest evidence for European-style fortification comes from the Nuestra Señora de la Leche Shrine site (8-SJ-34),  located directly to the south of the Fountain of Youth Park. Excavations at this site located a moat or entrenchment ditch, possible log sleeper stains (wall sill supports placed directly on the ground)  and very large posts from a square or rectangular structure. 
The “ditch” was a straight, linear trench that extended inland (westward) from the waters edge for 30 meters, and then ended abruptly without turning. The eastern (waterside) end of the ditch has been destroyed by modern erosion and shore stabilization activities.  A narrow linear stain, perpendicular to the end of the ditch itself, marked the western (inland) end of the ditch.  This stain appears to be from a sleeper sill for a wooden wall.  After abandonment, the moat was filled in with dirt that included Native American and Spanish pottery, a sherd of Ming porcelain, and a fragment of a kaolin pipe (which is thought, because it is the only post-sixteenth century artifact in the fill,  to have been introduced by root and gardening activity). 

On the north side of the ditch, additional narrow sleeper stains were found, and to the south there were three large postholes that supported a small but sturdy building.  The posts from the building seem to have been placed during the 16th century, but removed and backfilled in the seventeenth century. 
IMAGE: Large struct. Post F19
Cross section of large posthole with post removed, Feature 19,  8-SJ-34

All of these features are consistent with what might be expected at a military site, however, there is no evidence of either a Timucua structure or pre-contact occupation at this site. Neither is there extensive evidence for Spanish domestic occupation. This may be the location of the initial “entrenchmnent” dug by the Spanish soldiers prior to the landing and unloading of the ships, or it may alternatively represent  the “casa fuerte de San Agustín el Viejo”, left in 1566 when the first settlement was abandoned. 

We also cannot definitively reject the possibility that these features are associated with one of the later sixteenth century forts at St. Augustine, however the absence of other defensive or structural features, and the peculiar nature of the “moat” make this less likely.

The lime kiln

A sixteenth century lime-burning pit, or pot kiln, was also found to the south of the moat at the La Leche shrine site. This was a roughly circular pit, some 4 meters in diameter, and 1.5 meters deep. It was lined with burned pine logs, and had a flat base of charcoal. The sand under the logs and wood floor was burned to a bright red color. Layers of reduced oyster shell lime were found in the kiln, and the final load of oyster shell – as yet unburned – remained in the kiln when it was abandoned.  

 Two radiocarbon dates were generated from the burned logs that lined the lime-burning pit, suggesting that the logs that lined the kiln were cut in the late 15th and early 16th centuries, and probably used to construct the kiln after the Spaniards arrived in the mid- 16th century.  The dates, at 2 sigmas, were Cal AD 1445-1645 (intercept 14985, Beta 80775) and Cal AD 1305-1460 (intercept AD 1420, Beta 80776).  However, the presence of a white opaque, tumbled cane glass bead with spiral blue stripes, and a piece of Ming porcelain in the fill indicate that the kiln was abandoned and filled during the sixteenth century.

*********************************************************************
THE FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH PARK FEATURES 
Excavations since 1976 at the Fountain of Youth Park (8-SJ-31) have located what we believe to be the site of the Spanish settlement established by Menendez in 1565.  Some features at the site may be related to a fortification, however this interpretation is ambiguous.
Historical documents are vague about the first fort at Seloy; it may (or may not) have involved the fortification of a large Timucuan structure near the water’s edge; and those fortifications may (or may not) have included a moat.  
 The archaeological evidence is also ambiguous. There is no clear evidence for a moat; but there is evidence for a very large sixteenth century wood and thatch building.  There is no irrefutable evidence of a large circular council house like that known at the 17th century Apalachee mission site of San Luis (link to   http://www.missionsanluis.org/)  but there is clear evidence for a  pre-1565 Timucua village occupation, including a series of very large posts.  
A complicating factor in interpretation is the impacts of nature and human activity to the Menéndez occupation at the Fountain of Youth Park over the past 450 years. The site’s low-lying elevation on the waterfront has sustained countless floods and considerable soil erosion just over the past half century.  A dirt airstrip was constructed on it in the 1930’s, and an asphalt road was built around it’s perimeter in the 1950’s.  All of these factors probably left only fragmentary archaeological signatures of the Timucua town and the Menendez settlement. 
Shovel testing, auger sampling and test pit excavations throughout the property have shown that the sixteenth century Spanish presence at  the site is restricted to an area of about  100  meters by  70 meters. It is separated from the moat at 8-SJ-34 (the La Leche Shrine) by some 90 meters of what is today marshland.  
The Spanish concentrated their occupation between two existing pre-Columbian shell middens, which radiocarbon dating has shown to have been occupied for more than 2,000 years when Menendez arrived. The area between the middens, where the Spaniards settled, had been kept free of shell refuse and debris, and appears to have remained so as long as the site was occupied.  The Spanish buildings were constructed around this open, trash-free area.

At the northern side of the central Menéndez settlement area, a series of what are believed to be split-log mud sleeper or floor sill stains cover a rectangular area of about  20 by 25 meters.  The stains are parallel and about one meter apart, ranging from 50-60 cm in width, and from 15-20 cm in depth. Many of them have a pronounced depression along the east side, as though bearing a heavier load at that point.  One potential interpretation of this pattern of stains is as a series of log sills put in place to support a raised wooden floor, a feature that would have been necessary for a storehouse or casa de municiónes. Although there are postmolds are associated with these trenches, they occur at irregular intervals, and if this were indeed a large wooden floor support system,  it is likely that the uprights for the wall members were nailed directly to the wooden sills.  Such construction is fairly common on European and early Euro-American colonial sites, and would have been sufficient for supporting the palm thatch walls of the Menendez casa de munición.  
At the north end of the possible structure, the north-south extending stains are bounded by a slightly larger and more nearly square-shaped stain running east-west.  At the south end, the north-south stains do not have an east-west boundary, but instead end at different points, describing an angle. It appears that they abutted an already-existing structure, wall or other obstacle at that point.  Whatever it was, it corresponded to the open, trash-free area.  It is possible that there may have been  a “very large house”, such as that said to have been provided by Seloy, however this cannot be confirmed because the footprint of that building (if it was a building)  is no longer intact.  

There are several very large postholes which could have been associated with a structure, and might have supported heavy beams or support members.  There are also concentrations of smaller postholes dating to both Spanish and pre-Spanish periods, that may once have supported palm thatch walls. If so, they would describe a structure of from 15-20 meters in diameter.
There are no timber sill trenches within the central, clear area of the Spanish settlement. They do occur, however, to the south, east and west of the central area or building. These differ from those to the north in that they are narrower, are more rounded in shape, and describe rectangular structures of about 9 by 4.5 meters, some divided into two equally-sized rooms. The contents of the trenches, and the presence of numerous iron nails indicate that these were Spanish buildings, destroyed and backfilled during the sixteenth century. 

Two of these structures are associated with Spanish barrel wells. Since wells were not known to or used by the native people of Florida, this further confirms this was a Spanish community. 

Detailed information can be found in the on-line field reports from these projects.

A line of very large posts was located along the western side of the central area .  These were from 50-60 cm. in diameter, and had been dug out and removed during the sixteenth century. Trash deposits covered the hole left by moving the posts, and one particularly rich trash deposit contained not only sixteenth century Spanish pottery, but also rosary beads and a figa amulet, along with other Spanish and native American refuse. It suggests that perhaps the Spanish settlers removed some of the large posts at their original settlement, and used them in constructing the second fort on Anastasia Island. It would certainly have been easier than felling and preparing new timbers. 
****************************************************************************
THE NOMBRE DE DIOS MISSION SITES
IMAGE:  Meestas B&W  
De Meestas map of St. Augustine, ca.  1593, showing the Indian pueblo of Nombre de Dios, the fort and the Spanish town 
     

After the Seloy-Menéndez fort and town were moved to Anastasia Island in 1566, the area around the Fountain of Youth Park remained a Timucua settlement.  Despite the presence of the Spanish blockhouse “at San Agustín el Viejo”, relations between the Timucua and the Spanish continued to be hostile until at least the early 1570's.  Efforts to convert the Timucua to Christianity began in the vicinity of the former Spanish settlement after 1577, when the first Franciscan friars arrived in Florida. A number of Timucua were baptized, including the Cacica (Chieftainess) of the town of Nombre de Dios, the name given to the Native American town just north of the Spanish city.  These first Christian Indians attended Mass in the town of St. Augustine until after 1587, when  the first Franciscan mission doctrina,  was established at the Nombre de Dios, and was given the same name.   Franciscan friar Antonio de Escobedo was assigned there, and helped build the first Nombre de Dios mission church.  
IMAGE: Holbrook Mural,
Mural by Hollis Holbrook, ca. 1953. Exhibit Hall, Fountain of Youth Park  (Courtesy of the Fraser family and the Fountain of Youth Park, Inc.)

IMAGE: 1934excavation1 copy
Excavations underway at the Fountain of Youth Park burial ground, 1934 (Courtesy of the Fraser family and the  Fountain of Youth Park, Inc.)

        In 1934, a gardener who was planting orange trees on the grounds of the Fountain of Youth Park discovered human burials, laid out in the Christian fashion.  The owner of the site, Walter B. Fraser, contacted the Smithsonian Institution, and archaeologist  J. Ray Dickson subsequently conducted extensive excavations there. Archaeological work since 1934 has shown that the initial site of the Nombre de Dios mission church was in the southwestern section of what is today the Fountain of Youth Park, about 165 meters southwest of the Menendez settlement area.  
  Dickson located more than 100 burials (for a description and report of that work, see  Seaberg, Lillian (1951)  Report on the Indian Site at the "Fountain of Youth".  Ms. on  file, Florida State Museum, University of Florida, Gainesville. (Reprinted in Spanish St. Augustine: A Sourcebook for America's Ancient City. edited by K. Deagan. 1991, Garland Press.).   They were nearly all interred in a traditional Christian pattern, extended with their faces toward the east.  Some intruded upon others.  The Christian burial ground was placed on the site of an earlier Timucua village midden, but the materials associated with the burials (mostly glass beads) dated to the late 16th and early 17th centuries.  
    The burials were thought to be inside a late sixteenth century or early seventeenth century Catholic church because of the tightly compacted arrangement of the graves, their highly consistent orientation and burial position, and the intrusion of some burials on earlier (Christian) burials. This pattern of Native American burial within the mission church has been well-documented in Spanish Franciscan mission sites throughout Florida (see, for example, link to San Luis. ) 
IMAGE:  burial postcard
Postcard, ca. 1935, showing Christian burials at the Fountain f Youth Park
IMAGE:  Indian council house replica 
Indian council house replica erected over burial structure in 1934-35 (Courtesy of the Fraser family and the  Fountain of Youth Park, Inc.)
IMAGE: 1934 excavation plan
Map of 1934 burial excavations, after Ray Dickson field notes.

IMAGE: - 52burialexcav
Lillian Seaberg excavating burial area at 8-SJ-31, 1951


Another group of burials was uncovered by University of Florida student Paul Hahn in 1953, located about 20 meters to the south of the group discovered in 1934. These were also Christian interments, however they were buried facing north, unlike the first group of Christian burials excavated by Dickson, which were facing east.  Extensive systematic shovel tests throughout the property have failed to locate evidence for any burials between the two groups. 
     The presence of two early historic-period, adjacent Christian burial areas with different burial orientations is unusual. The normal practice in Catholic burial was to place burials with their feet toward the altar of the church (that is, with faces looking toward the altar). If the eastward-facing burials excavated by Dickson were, in fact, inside the church, it might indicate that the burials recorded by Hahn may have been in a cemetery outside and south of the church, buried with their feet toward the church to the north (faces looking north toward the church).  Alternatively, the two groups of burials could also reflect the movement and rebuilding of the mission church in a different position during the seventeenth century. 

  Archaeological testing has also shown that the Timucua village associated with the early 
Nombre de Dios Mission was located around the church, extending in all directions. The densest early seventeenth century occupation located so far is in the southwestern portion of what is today the Fountain of Youth Park, and in the properties immediately south and west of those modern boundaries. Sub surface surveys indicated that the Nombre de Dios settlement extended  southward along the waterfront, across what is today Ocean Avenue, and into the  grounds of the Shrine of Nuestra Señora de La Leche.  Excavations by St. Augustine’s City Archaeologist, Carl Halbirt, have also located concentrations of 17th century remains extending to the west of the Fountain of Youth Park between Magnolia St. and San Marcos Avenue. 
IMAGE: Shovel tests 
2007 shovel testing underway, 8-SJ-31

IMAGE: Mission era artifacts
??

IMAGE: Stone chapel 
Stone chapel at the Nuestra de Señora de la Leche Shrine
   The center of the mission village moved gradually over the years toward the south, and archaeological data indicates that by the middle of the seventeenth century, the major mission village occupation was located on the grounds of what is today the Nuestra Senora de la Leche Shrine, and Catholic Mission of Nombre de Dios.  This relocation possibly corresponds to a major smallpox epidemic in 1654-55, which was reported to have virtually wiped out the population of Nombre de Dios. 
      During the seventeenth century, probably after the epidemic,  the Mission of Nombre de Dios also became the site of the Shrine of  Nuestra Señora de la Leche y Buen Parto (Our Lady of  the Milk  and  Safe Delivery), who was represented by a venerated statue from Spain.  The shrine was the focus of much devotion among Catholics, and women in particular, and drew substantial offerings and alms.  In 1687 St. Augustine Governor Hita y Salazar was the head of the confraternity (a lay religious organization devoted to good works) at Nombre de Dios, and he built a stone and masonry church in which to house the image.  
       The church was burned in 1702 by the English and Indian forces of South Carolinian Colonel James Moore, who laid unsuccessful siege to St. Augustine in that year. As a consequence, the intermediate defense line for St. Augustine (called the hornabeque  line) was constructed of logs and earth, with a small bastion or lunette placed at the village of Nombre de Dios. By 1706, all of the Native Mission villages had been moved inside (south of) the ornabeque line to provide better protection for their inhabitants. (Hann, 302) The church of La Leche was rebuilt, again of stone.  

 The end came for the Nombre de Dios stone church in 1728, at the hands of Col. James Palmer, another British raider who attacked St. Augustine with a force of Yamasee and English soldiers, and ravaged the church and settlement at Nombre de Dios before retreating.
     After the Palmer raid, the governor of St. Augustine commanded that the Church and buildings at Nombre de Dios be dismantled.  


The people who lived at the village of Nombre de Dios were in closer contact with Europeans than any other Native American group in all of Florida.   The Timucuans of St. Augustine were not only the first to confront and resist Spanish arrival, but they were also the first to confront and suffer from European diseases on a continuous scale.  The first decade of coexistence (1565-1575) undoubtedly reduced the Timucua population of the St. Augustine region dramatically, and this reduction was probably a major factor in the ability (and decision) of the Spaniards to relocate St. Augustine in 1572 from Anastasia Island to its present site on the mainland.  
     
 The generation of Timucuans born during the 1560’s reached adulthood in the 1580’s, which was when missionary efforts in St. Augustine realized their first successes. Success was aided by the cooperation of the Timucuan caciques (chiefs), who appear to have quickly recognized the advantages of Spanish alliance.
    Doña Maria Melendez, a member of the Timucuan noble class, is an example.  She was the Chieftainess  (cacica)  of  the Timucuan town of  Nombre de Dios during the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. Doña Maria was a Christian, and her mother (who had been the ruling Chief of Nombre de Dios before her) was one of the very early Timucua converts to Christianity.  Doña Maria married a Spanish soldier named Clemente de Vernal, and he lived with her and their children at Nombre de Dios. By 1606 she had become the ruler of  the Timucuan tribes extending along the coast between St. Augustine and approximately Cumberland Island, Georgia , possibly through Spanish intervention.   http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/staugustine/index.asp?unit=2  (link to Doña Maria).

        Spanish mission activity also began very early among the Guale people of the coastal region of Georgia, and this provoked increasing movement of the Guale into Florida. The arrival of this new American Indian group may have had even greater impacts on life at Nombre de Dios than the Spaniards did.  The Timucua people around St. Augustine, whose traditional pottery is known to archaeologists as the St. Johns series, began to use the traditional San Marcos pottery of the Guale as well as their own St. Johns pottery during the 16th century.  Before the mission period, they undoubtedly acquired it through coastal trade, and small amounts of Timucua St. Johns pottery are typically found in the Guale region as well. 

The gradual movement of the Guale people into St. Augustine for various reasons connected to Spanish presence and domination, however,  introduced  larger numbers of Guale people and larger quantities of Guale San Marcos ceramics into St. Augustine during the seventeenth century.  Guale pottery was particularly favored by the Spaniards who lived in St. Augustine, who used it as their principal cooking ware, and this may have inspired local Native American potters to begin production of San Marcos pottery for sale to the Spaniards.  The native Timucua inhabitants around St. Augustine, however, continued using their traditional St. Johns pottery, adopting San Marcos ceramics to in only limited amounts.  

The changes and disruptions to American Indian culture in the Southeast caused by European disease, warfare, trade, evangelization and dominance are sadly reflected at Nombre de Dios.  The population of the mission town not only decreased over the centuries, but became at the same time much more diversified as Christian Native Americans refugees  from other regions took refuge in St. Augustine.   The story is told not only in the documents and demographic figures, but also in the archaeological record of Nombre de Dios. 


http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/staugustine/index.asp?unit=4

IMAGE: St. Johns pottery

St. Johns pottery, the traditional ceramics of the Timucua native to St. Augustine. 
            IMAGE: San Marcos pottery

San Marcos pottery, the traditional ceramics of the Guale people who migrated to St. Augustine.

Christian Population of Nombre de Dios


1602
200  Timucuans Bermejo

1606
216 Natives, 20 Espanoles

1675
30-35 people

1689
20 families


1711
39 Timucuans (16 men, 11 women, 5 boys, 7 girls).


1717  50 Timucuans – 15 men, 16 women, 19 children 

1726
62   (Chiluca) 19 men 23 women 23 children – had stone church and convent

1728
 43 people, 14 men, 17 women, 12 children. 


1738, June
49 (15 warriors) (Timucua 12 men, 7 women; Yamassee: 2 men eight women; Uchise 1 woman; Apalachee 2 men) (Benavides)

1738 (late) 23 people


1759 – consolidated; listed as Nuestra Senora de la Leche– 11 households of Timucua(6) Yamassee(23) Ibaja (10) Chiluque (1), Costa (9)Casipuya (1) Chickasaw(2)
(Sources: Hann, John 1996 The Timucua University Press of Florida, pp. 308-323;

 Worth, John 1995, TImucuan chiefdoms of Spanish Florida, Volume 2. University Press of Florida. 147-155.
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